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Date/Dyddiad:  13th October 2009
To:  
All Doctors in Swansea/Bridgend/Neath Port Talbot, including:
General Practitioners, 

Out Of Hours Service, 

Hospital Doctors*

Community Child Health Doctors*

Occupational Health Physicians*
Dear Doctor

Re:  Notifying Infectious Diseases of Public Health Significance

1. The purpose of this letter is just to remind you of your responsibility as medical practitioners to notify all cases of food poisoning/suspect food poisoning and other suspected notifiable diseases, and also to provide useful information in assisting you to meet your legal duty. 
2. Notification of infectious disease by the clinician is essential in ensuring that we continue to safeguard public health. It plays a vital role in the detection of outbreaks and the surveillance data collected informs public health strategy and action. 
3.  Whilst microbiology laboratories frequently inform us of confirmed infectious disease organisms, this system is a voluntary one and the report may not be sent until some time after the patient first presents.  For these reasons, statutory notifications by the diagnosing clinicians is a very  important and often more timely reporting method, and facilitates an effective public health response. If you are interested to know more about the notification of infectious diseases particularly the historical perspective you may wish to read a review available on the HPA website:    http://www.hpa.org.uk/cdr/archives/CDRreview/1993/cdrr0293.pdf or contact your local Health Protection team.
4. What to report?
Definite or suspected cases of a “notifiable disease”, and any other disease of public health significance. A list of statutorily notifiable diseases is attached. In addition, there are a number of other diseases that whilst not statutorily notifiable (unless they cause “food poisoning”) may be of public health significance and may require investigation (a list of some of the more common infections which may fall into this category is also attached). We are always very happy to advise if there is any doubt as to whether notification is necessary or appropriate (and hospital microbiologists are also very well placed to advise on this).
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5. What information do we require?
We require the following information:

· The disease being reported/notified

· Date of onset of symptoms

· Patient’s name, address, post code, date of birth, telephone number, occupation (if known)

· GP details. 

Some disease-specific information is also helpful; for example, if you are notifying a case of measles, mumps, or rubella it is important for us to know the immunisation status of the child; the number of MMR doses they have received and when.

6. How to report?

Reports can be made:
In writing:
Using the designated certificates found in the “Notification of Infectious Disease or Food Poisoning” book (available from your local Environmental Health Department). 

By Fax:  01792 470743 (secure)

By telephone:
During office hours Monday to Thursday 9-5 and Friday 9-4.30 Tel: 01792 607387 

Out of hours via ambulance control on telephone 01267 222555 and ask to speak to the Health Protection/Public Health specialist on call

We would hope that all notifications are forwarded to us as soon as possible to minimize delays in public health investigations and possible action (on-call specialist are available out of hours).
7. Why report?

· Notification of certain diseases is a legal duty for all doctors under the Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984 and the Public Health (Infectious Diseases) Regulations 1988. 

· We scrutinise all reports and take appropriate action. Also, reporting of other diseases of potential public health importance which are not statutorily notifiable may lead to investigations and actions which may prevent further cases developing e.g. Legionnaires disease

· In addition, a small fee is paid to the notifying practitioner by the Local Health Board. 

Thank you for your cooperation

Yours sincerely
Dr Jörg Hoffmann






 




Consultant in Communicable Disease Control


Attached: list of statutorily notifiable diseases
c.c. 
Chief Executive of ABM University NHS Trust 

Local Public Health Directors

*  via NHS Trust Medical Directors
STATUTORILY NOTIFIABLE DISEASES IN ENGLAND AND WALES
(the year indicates when the disease was first made notifiable)
	Under the Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984

	Cholera                                                                      1889
	Food poisoning                                                        1949

	Plague                                                                        1900
	Relapsing fever                                                        1889

	Smallpox                                                                    1889
	Typhus                                                                     1889

	Under the Public Health (Infectious Diseases) Regulations 1988

	Acute encephalitis                                                      1918
	Acute poliomyelitis                                                   1912

	Anthrax                                                                       1960
	Diphtheria                                                                1889

	Dysentery (amoebic or bacillary)                               1919
	Leprosy                                                                    1951

	Leptospirosis                                                              1968
	Malaria                                                                     1919

	Measles                                                                      1940
	Meningitis                                                                 1968

	Meningococcal septicaemia (without meningitis)        1988
	Mumps                                                                     1988

	Ophthalmia neonatorum                                            1914
	Paratyphoid fever                                                     1889

	Rabies                                                                        1976
	Rubella                                                                     1988

	Scarlet fever                                                               1889
	Tetanus                                                                    1968

	Tuberculosis                                                               1912
	Typhoid fever                                                           1889

	Viral haemorrhagic fever                                            1976
	Viral hepatitis                                                           1968

	Whooping cough                                                        1940
	Yellow fever                                                             1968


Examples of other diseases/organisms of potential public health significance which are not currently statutorily notifiable (unless causing one of the notifiable clinical syndromes) which we would encourage you to report

	Campylobacter
	Invasive Group A Streptococcal infection

	Cryptosporidiosis
	Legionnaires disease

	E coli 0157
	Listeriosis

	Giardiasis
	Psittacosis

	Necrotising Fasciitis 
	Botulism 

	Invasive Haemophilus Influenzae type b (Hib)
	Q fever

	Clostridium Perfringens related to food poisoning
	Bacillus cereus related to food poisoning

	Any suspected outbreak
	


	SUMMARY

	What to notify:
	Definite or suspected cases of a notifiable disease and any other disease of public health significance


	Who should notify:


	The doctor who makes the diagnosis

	How to notify:
	Notifications should be made by phone, writing, or fax. 

Designated certificates should be sent to the :-

CCDC, Mid & West Wales Health Protection Team, 36 Orchard Street, Swansea, SA1 5AQ
Telephone:  01792 607387

Fax:
      01792 470743 (secure)

Out of hours 

telephone ambulance control : 01267 222555

and ask for health  protection /public health specialist on-call
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Please notify the Mid & West Wales Health 
Protection Team of the following infectious diseases:

PUBLIC HEALTH (CONTROL OF DISEASE)

ACT 1984

Cholera

Food Poisoning

Plague

Relapsing Fever

Smallpox

Typhus

PUBLIC HEALTH (INFECTIOUS DISEASES)

REGULATIONS 1988
Acute Encephalitis


Acute Poliomyelitis


Anthrax


Diphtheria


Dysentery (Amoebic or Bacillary)


Leprosy



Leptospirosis


Malaria



Measles



Meningitis



Meningococcal Septicaemia (without meningitis


Mumps

Ophthalmia Neonatorum

Paratyphoid Fever

Rabies

Rubella

Scarlet Fever

Tetanus

Tuberculosis

Typhoid Fever

Viral Haemorrhagic Fever

Viral Hepatitis

Whooping Cough

Yellow Fever






How to notify the HPT





What to notify?:





Definite or suspected cases of notifiable 


disease and any other disease of public 


health significance.





Who should notify?:





The doctor who makes the diagnosis.





Why notify?:





It is a statutory requirement.


Prompts local investigation and    appropriate action to control the      disease.


Data used for analysis of local and    national trends.





How to notify:





Notifications should be made by either:





Completion of the official ‘Notification of Infectious Disease’ Certificate;


Phone; or


Fax


 


Contact number for Swansea, Neath Port Talbot & Bridgend:


Telephone: 01792 607387


Fax: 01792 470743 (Safe Haven)





Contact number for Carmarthenshire, Powys, Pembrokeshire & Ceredigion:


Telephone: 01792 607387


Fax: 01267 225220 (Safe Haven)





To notify out of hours please ring:


Ambulance Control on 01267 222555
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This Trust welcomes correspondence in Welsh
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